
 
 
 

 
A Profile of Passion Food Hospitality, LLC 

 
The three partners of Passion Food Hospitality, LLC – Chef Jeff Tunks, David Wizenberg and 
Gus DiMillo – are most accurately described as restaurant entrepreneurs. “Pursuing the 
truest passions in food and wine” is the guiding philosophy of the partnership which has 
pioneered a new breed of an American eatery where imaginative food and wine are 
accompanied by gracious hospitality, comfortable surroundings and outstanding value.  
 
The company was established in 1998 with the opening of DC Coast, which quickly 
became a pioneer in the DC dining scene and helped to revitalize the 14th Street corridor. 
After 17 years thriving as an iconic establishment, the institution closed its doors after its 
final day of service on December 31, 2015. Following the launch of DC Coast, the group 
opened the successful contemporary Asian-Pacific influenced TenPenh in 2000, which 
closed after an amicable agreement with the lessor in 2011—fortunately for fans near and 
far, the partners announced the coming of a new TenPenh at Tyson’s Corner in Fairfax, 
Virginia, which opened December 2016. Next came Ceiba in September 2003, which 
served Latin-inspired cuisine for more than a decade until the fall of 2014. In September 
2005, Acadiana was launched and in October 2008, the trio crossed the Potomac and 
opened PassionFish, in Reston, VA. In the fall of 2011, the group expanded and opened 
District Commons and Burger, Tap & Shake (BTS) – two all-American sister restaurants 
located in DC’s Foggy Bottom. Next came Fuego Cocina y Tequileria – a robust Mexican 
restaurant in Arlington, VA that closed its doors October 2016 after four years of burning 
brightly in the vibrant Clarendon neighborhood. In August 2014, the partners opened Penn 
Commons – the sleek second branch of District Commons in DC’s Penn Quarter. In 2015, 
the group opened two new locations: a second BTS in Tenleytown and, for the group’s first 
venture in the state of Maryland, the new PassionFish in Bethesda, MD. 
 
From the outset, the restaurants have been garnering outstanding reviews from 
publications such as Bon Appétit, Gourmet, Food & Wine, Esquire, Travel & Leisure, Wine 
Spectator, Washingtonian, and The Washington Post. Their success is clearly due to the 
unique strengths that each of the three partners brings to their group of restaurants: 
 
David Wizenberg’s exceedingly acute business acumen and intuitive skills make him a 
master negotiator. A native of Baltimore, Wizenberg came to Washington to join Capital 
Restaurant Concepts, where he met Passion Food Hospitality, LLC, partner Gus DiMillo. 
 
Gus DiMillo brings to the team a keen sense of style, service and attention to detail. With 
his razor-sharp savvy, DiMillo assumes responsibility for service and marketing of the 
restaurants. His extensive management experience has been primarily in his hometown of 
Washington, DC, and in 2003, The Capital Restaurant and Hospitality Awards committee 
named Gus DiMillo the Hospitality Ambassador of the Year.  
 
Jeff Tunks, a longtime Washingtonian and native of Texas, is the third partner in Passion 
Food Hospitality, LLC, as well as the chef overseeing all restaurants. In 2003, The Capital 
Restaurant and Hospitality Awards committee named him Chef of the Year.  
 



DiMillo, Wizenberg, and Tunks are active leaders in the community by supporting civic and 
charitable organizations. All three have given their time and service to Taste of the 
Nation’s Benefit for Share Our Strength, Food and Friends’ Charity, the Humane Society, 
Smithsonian Institution, and the National Zoo’s Zoofari, to name a few. Passion Food 
Hospitality was honored for its role in making downtown DC vibrant, inviting, and beautiful 
with a 2004 Momentum Award from the Downtown Business Improvement District; in 2005, 
they were named Restaurateurs of the Year by Washingtonian; and in 2014 and 2015, the 
three were named RAMMY Award finalists for Restaurateur of the Year by the Restaurant 
Association of Metropolitan Washington. Together, the partners of Passion Food Hospitality 
are making their mark in the nation’s capital, and raising the bar for others. 
 
For more information about Passion Food Hospitality restaurants, please visit 
passionfoodhospitality.com. 
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