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Lasting 
Legacy 

In tribute to one of their own, Nelson’s 
Green Brier Distillery celebrates local 

women with the Louisa Nelson Awards. 
 

BY CHRIS CHAMBERLAIN 
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For generations, the world 
of American whiskey has 
been dominated by male 

distillers. And, while women have 
started to make their mark in the 
industry with female distillers 
taking the helm at large distill-
eries in Kentucky and Tennessee, 
many aren’t aware that the larg-
est distillery in Tennessee around 
the turn of the 20th century was 
once run by a woman.

Nelson’s Green Brier Distillery was 
founded by Charles Nelson, and, by 1885, 
his operation was producing more than 
10 times the amount of whiskey than any 
other distillery in the state. Nelson died in 
1891, and his wife, Louisa, took over and 
ran the operation. Under her guidance, 
Nelson’s Green Brier continued to thrive 
until statewide Prohibition stilled the stills 
in 1909.

Fast-forward almost a century, to 2006, 
when Charles and Louisa’s great-great-
great grandsons, Charlie and Andy Nelson, 
discovered their family’s whiskey-making 
heritage during a visit to Greenbrier, where 
they discovered the ruins of the old opera-
tion and the spring that still ran clear with 
water that was used to make the original 
Nelson’s Green Brier whiskey. They im-
mediately knew that reviving their family’s 
business would be their new life’s work.

In the coming years, the Nelson brothers 
built a new distillery in Marathon Village 
and released some truly exceptional, 
award-winning whiskeys. They continue 
to revere the history of the original family 
company, especially the contributions of 
Louisa Nelson. They even named their 
modern new still “Miss Louisa” in her hon-
or. Earlier this year, Nelson’s Green Brier 
introduced Louisa’s Liqueur, a coffee-, car-
amel-, and pecan-flavored spirit, described 
as “delectably sweet, yet strong enough to 
stand alone.” ( Just like Miss Louisa.)

Since 2015, Andy and Charlie Nel-
son have also spearheaded an effort to 
recognize local businesswomen who are 
making a significant positive impact on the 
community, beyond just their success in the 
world of commerce. The Louisa Nelson 
Awards are an annual accolade honoring 

women of achievement, inspiration, and 
vision in Nashville, who show exemplary 
successes in their field and leadership in 
the community. Past winners include ar-
chitect Leatrice McKissack, local actor and 
mentor Vali Forrister, Ryman Auditorium 
general manager Sally Williams, Nash-
ville Music Academy owner Tatia Rose, 
Infinity Fellowship Interfaith Gathering 
CEO Kenetha Carr, and nurse practitioner 
Beverly Byram.

Nominations for the Louisa Nelson 
Awards are solicited from the community, 
with three winners selected annually by an 
advisory committee that includes Charlie 
and Andy Nelson, plus other community 
leaders. “Louisa Nelson displayed enlight-
ened leadership that benefited the entire 
community,” Charlie says. “Today, her 
foundation and business model remains 
a driving force in our own practices. We 
believe Louisa never received the proper 
recognition she deserved for running the 
largest whiskey company in Tennessee 
prior to Prohibition.” 

Both brothers remain proud and inspired 
by her success. “Thriving in a male-domi-
nated society that didn’t even allow women 
the right to vote,” Charlie notes. “Since 
resurrecting our family business, we’ve 
felt incredible support from our sur-
rounding Nashville community, who have 
propped us up and allowed us to succeed. 
In Louisa’s name, we aim to give back to 
the community, honoring great women of 
vision, inspiration, and achievement, just 
like her.”

The third annual awards, given in Miss 
Louisa’s memory, take place September 17 
at 6 p.m. inside the distillery. (greenbrier 
distillery.com) 

Louisa’s Repeal Day Cocktail

2 ounces Belle Meade Bourbon
3/4 ounce Louisa’s Liqueur
3/4 ounce lemon juice
1/2 ounce simple syrup
1 dash Regan’s Orange Bitters

Place all ingredients in a cocktail shaker 
with ice, and shake briefly. Strain into a 
chilled cocktail glass. Garnish with an 
orange twist.

PROMOTION

AUTUMNAL AMBER

LET THE WHISKEY FLOW

What is more American than fall? 
Among other things, autumn ushers 
in Friday Night Lights, enticing 
kaleidoscopes of color courtesy of our 
mighty oaks, maples and poplars as 
well as cool, crisp weather that begs 
for a bonfire.

The spirit of America is in full 
bloom come fall—as is our taste for 
good whiskey.

Ask anyone around the world what 
they consider the spirit of the United 
States, and more often than not, you’ll 
hear, “Jack Daniel’s.”

With that in mind, we recommend 
a toast to our favorite season with a 
smooth sip of Old No. 7, Gentleman 
Jack, Jack Daniel’s Single Barrel or any 
of the fine members of the JD family.

And if you’re looking for a new fall 
cocktail, give our Tiger Jack a try. It 
embodies the colors and flavors of the 
season. Cheers!

Tiger Jack

½ shot grenadine syrup
2 shots Jack Daniel’s
1 shot triple sec
Orange juice

Layer the ingredients to create tiger 
stripes or just mix together for the 
perfect autumn treat.

THE WHISKEY FILES

perfect autumn treat.
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