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Andy Nelson 

The Business End 
 

Andy Nelson and his younger brother, Charlie, are both well over six feet tall, good-looking, well-mannered 
Southern gentlemen.  They are both athletic and smart, hard working and thoughtful, with a strong affinity for 
languages.  Both went to Loyola Marymount, a year apart, share the same major [Humanities, with an emphasis in 
Philosophy] and studied abroad.  Together, several years ago, they experienced an epiphany that set them on the 
road to reviving their family business, which is whiskey. 

 
But there the similarities end.  “Our whole lives, Charlie’s been the outgoing, messy one.  He chats with people in 
elevators.  I’d rather have my nose in a book,” reflects the elder of the two younger Nelson brothers – there are 
four in all.  In fact, he learned to read early, and reading remains a favorite pursuit of the self-described introvert, 
half of the team that is reviving the ancestral Nelson’s Green Brier Distillery.  He’s also played basketball pretty 
much his whole life; his senior year, he was the high jump champion of his high school conference.  Andy began 
playing the drums in 4th grade, and was a member of various bands through high school and college – back when 
there was time, before he was the operations and production manager of a fledgling distillery.         
 
“I’m the detail-oriented one, and I’ll nit-pick the small stuff ‘til it’s perfect.  That’s the kind of guy you want 
making your whiskey.  Lucky for us, we’ve also got Charlie, who likes nothing better than getting out there to tell 
the story.  Sell the story, I should say.”   
 
Following an internship at the Country Music Association right after graduation, Andy went to work for his father. 
Teaching himself video-editing, he created a career that sustained him while they worked on getting the business 
off the ground.  Being a Humanities guy, Andy says he sees the whole story like a movie, with a romantic, gilded 
sheen.  “The cool thing is, the rags-to-riches story, complete with storm at sea and hidden gold, wasn’t dreamed up 
by a screen writer.  It actually happened.  And there was no question but that we’d take up where Prohibition had 
left it, and carry the family legacy forward.” 
 
For several years now, the brothers have immersed themselves in whiskey culture, seeking exposure to all aspects 
of the industry, talking, listening, tasting, and learning.  An elite whiskey consultant schooled them in the fine 
points, refining their palates and helping them through the delicate process of blending their brand’s very first 
offering, Belle Meade Bourbon, at a contract distillery.  They’ll had another steep learning curve when they had 
their first still installed, in the new distillery they opened in Nashville’s up-and-coming Marathon Village, a hotbed 
of creative entrepreneurial vigor. Their long-term hope is to re-establish the company on their great-great-great-
grandfather’s original premises, where, until very recently, it wasn’t even legal to distill.  “We’d been talking to the 
Mayor of Robertson County, who talked the idea up to a few legislators, and lo, a law was passed to accommodate 
our little venture.”  It is now legal, for the first time since Prohibition, to produce whiskey in Greenbrier, 
Tennessee, on sites listed on the National Register of Historic Places where distilling had previously occurred.  In 
other words, Charles Nelson’s once-booming enterprise, that, at its height, out-sold Jack Daniel’s by tenfold.  
 
Andy Nelson is unfazed by the challenge of getting up to speed on the art and craft and business of whiskey 
production in a relatively short time, without years of practical experience.  “I’m pretty good at learning on the fly, 
and I love learning for its own sake.  That’s why I studied Philosophy.  Plenty of folks would ask, ‘Why 
philosophy?  It doesn’t apply to anything.’  I prefer to think that there’s nothing that philosophy doesn’t apply to.”   
 
Even whiskey?   
 
“Maybe especially whiskey.”     


